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The Spierfonds dreams of a world where no one, young or old, has to live with the uncertainty
and deterioration caused by neuromuscular diseases. A world where the right medicines are
accessible to everyone, and where the best possible care can be provided fo people with a
neuromuscular disease. Our mission is therefore clear: all people with a neuromuscular
disease in the Netherlands have access to the best possible treatment. To achieve this, we
focus on groundbreaking scientific research, innovative freatments, and sfrengthening care
and support for everyone living with a neuromuscular disease.

New Opportunities and Challenges

Current developments in the field of neuromuscular diseases are incredibly promising, driven
by available knowledge, the latest technologies, and the tireless dedication of researchers,
physicians, and other stakeholders. This offers fremendous opportunities, while also creating
new, complex challenges in the research and care landscape. How do we ensure that a
breakthrough does not remain confined to the lab, that a promising technology is tested for
neuromuscular diseases, and that a new treatment ultimately becomes accessible to all
patientse This calls for a complementary approach, in addition to our usual funding rounds.

Therefore, in 2026, we are launching a new, one-off program: Accelerator XL.

The ‘Accelerator XL’ grant round

Driven by these developments, it's time to shift our thinking: bigger, bolder, different.

With Accelerator XL, we make this possible and are seeking for that one groundbreaking
project that can accelerate our mission in the most impactful way. We are open to all types
of projects with an innovative and ambitious approach. An essential prerequisite is that the
project achieves a tangible and impactful change within its duration. The submitted project
must fall under at least one of our four strategic pillars: Therapy development, Trial Readiness,
Quality of life, or Access to new therapies.

Because we are doing things differently, we invite not only the best researchers but also
leaders from healthcare, implementation experts, and other innovators fo take the lead.

Within this program, applications can be submitted for amounts ranging from €500,000 o
€1,000,000.
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Principles

Strategic pillars

The project must seamlessly align with our mission — the best tfreatment for everyone
with a neuromuscular disease — and make an undeniable conftribution fo its realization
within at least one of the four themes: Therapy development, Trial Readiness, Quality
of life and Access to new therapies.

Innovative and ambitious approach

The proposed approach must demonstrate great ambition, supported by available
data. Applications must be demonstrably innovative or otherwise distinctive, thereby
going beyond the mere scaling up of a project from a standard thematic grant
round.

Open to diverse project types

These can be research, implementation, or other types of projects, provided they are
current and relevant to the present needs of the field.

Equal opportunities for all neuromuscular disorders

The Spierfonds is committed to supporting projects into all neuromuscular disorders,
not just the most well-known or common conditions. Applications can focus on a
specific disease, but may also be cross-disease and thus relevant to multiple
neuromuscular diseases. If the project concerns an ultra rare condition (fewer than
forty patients in the Netherlands), the results must have broader applicability for the
Spierfonds’ target group.

Collaboration between scientists, expertise centres, and relevant parties

A siloed approach delays the path to the patient. Therefore, we encourage
multidisciplinary collaboration and knowledge sharing, both within and beyond
academia. Project proposals are evaluated, among other factors, on the quality and
complementarity of the team. This can extend beyond fraditional research teams,
provided that the project group as a whole possesses the necessary expertise to
successfully deliver the project and advance our mission.

Appropriate duration and realistic project planning

A well-thought-out project design increases the likelihood of success. We encourage
applicants fo choose a project duration that aligns with their infended goals and fo
carefully consider the required expertise and staffing. In the application form, we
require applicants to justify their choices for the proposed timeline and team
composition. This allows reviewers to assess whether the plan is both realistic and
appropriate. This is particularly important for high-risk projects, such as sequential
projects or high-risk/high-gain initiatives. For these projects, you must define a
concrete strategy fo maximize the probability of success.

What project is eligible?
Projects applying for funding for the Accelerator XL must meet the following criteria:

Impact: The project achieves a tangible change within its duration that benefits our
mission. This change can be either disease-specific or disease-tfranscending.
Timeliness: The project seizes an opportunity that directly builds on the most recent
breakthroughs in the field or addresses a critical bottleneck that demands attention
now. It must be clear why this specific step needs to be taken at this moment to
maintain or even accelerate the current pace of progress.

Feasibility: The project is a well-defined entity with a clear start and end point. The
plan is concrete, the steps are realistic, and the end result (i.e., concrete deliverables)
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is clearly defined. Crucially, the ambition and feasibility of the plan must be
substantiated by available data.

Project group: The project group has the right expertise and composition to
successfully execute the project. Collaborations that cross the boundaries of
disciplines, organizations, or disease areas are strongly encouraged.

Patient participation: Patients (or their representatives) are actively involved in the
design and execution of the project.

Inspiration

We are open to all types of projects. We are looking for the solution that most effectively
addresses the current opportunities and bottlenecks in the field. Therefore, we explicitly invite
proposals that go beyond the boundaries of a standard thematic grant round: a
breakthrough, a new standard, a national infrastructure, a disease-tfranscending approach,
or an acceleration that would otherwise be unachievable.

To illustrate the ambition behind this call, here are a few examples of previously funded
projects that exemplify the Accelerator concept:

Adapting a successful freatment from another field for neuromuscular diseases, such
as the application of CAR-T cell therapy.

A disease-franscending approach, supported by the field and patients, that improves
the quality of life for people with a neuromuscular disease in the short term — such as
the Leefstijl op maat (Tailored Lifestyle) project.

Advancing an innovative therapy from the laboratory to the patient, with a focus on
ensuring sustainable access - the LentiCure project's development toward clinical
application.

Exclusions

Strategic Focus: Due to ongoing investments in the CAR-T cell therapy, Gene Therapy,
and Lifestyle programs, new applications focused on these topics are ineligible for
funding under Accelerator XL.

Existing Thematic Frameworks: Accelerator XL is specifically designed for
groundbreaking projects that do not fit within the framework of the Spierfonds current,
thematic grant rounds. Applications that are eligible for these standard grants will not
be considered for this program.

Programme Grant round 2026 | 2027

Therapy development | Innovative therapies v v
Gene therapy (in progress) v

Trial Readiness Trial & treatment ready with registries v

Boost program Accelerator XL v

Spierfonds’ programs and grant rounds


https://www.spierfonds.nl/wat-wij-doen/car-t-celtherapie
https://www.spierfonds.nl/wat-wij-doen/leefstijl-op-maat
https://www.spierfonds.nl/nieuws/algemeen/op-weg-naar-een-klinische-trial-voor-de-ziekte-van-pompe
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Procedure

To minimize the burden on the applicant, Accelerator XL follows an efficient three-step
procedure. This approach ensures that only the most promising projects proceed 1o the full
proposal stage.

Step 1: Mandatory Preliminary Meeting. An exploratory discussion with our Research &
Innovation department is a mandatory first step. Please schedule this meeting in a
timely manner via onderzoek@spierfonds.nl.

Step 2: Pre-proposal. Following a positive preliminary meeting, a pre-proposal may be
submitted. This will be carefully evaluated based on the conditions in Appendix | and
the criteria mentioned above. The deadline for submission is Thursday, June 4, 2026, at
2:00 PM.

Step 3: Selection and Full Proposal. The most promising projects will be selected.
Applicants will then receive an invitation with instructions for submitting the full
application. The full application will be reviewed by external referees. Based on this
assessment, applicants will be invited for an interview with the evaluation committee.
During the interview, the applicant will have the opportunity to present the proposal,
respond to the reviews, and answer additional questions from the committee.

Following the interviews, the committee will formulate a funding recommendation for the
Supervisory Board and the Board of Directors of the Dutch Muscle Foundation (Spierfonds).

For the full evaluation procedure, see Appendix Il of this manual.

Budget

A budget between €500,000 and €1,000,000 can be requested per project application, for
projects with a maximum duration of 3 years. The budget must be realistic and proportional;
requesting the maximum amount is not the standard and requires a clear justification of its
necessity.

Timeline
The timeline is as follows:

Preliminary consultation April — May 2026

Deadline pre-proposal 4 June 2026, 14.00

Invitation for full application Mid-July 2026

Deadline full application Early September 2026

Interview Mid-November 2026

Decision December 2026
Contact

We warmly invite all applicants to schedule a preliminary meeting. To do so, please contact
the Research & Innovation department at onderzoek@spierfonds.nl. Should you have any
additional questions about Accelerator XL, we are happy to assist.
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Appendix I: Conditions

Grant applications submitted for the ‘Accelerator XL' grant round of the Prinses Beatrix
Spierfonds must meet the following requirements to be considered for evaluation. In case of
doubt, the Spierfonds reserves the right not to process a grant application. The decision will
be made based on advice from the chair of the Scientific Advisory Board. The applicant will
be notified within six weeks after the submission deadline.

The applicant

The Principal investigator is the project leader who is best positioned to realize the
groundbreaking ambition, regardless of their primary discipline.

At least one co-applicant must have a PhD (or will hold) a position at a Dutch university,
university medical centre, university of applied sciences, or KNAW institute.
Commercial, for-profit entities are not eligible to act as the lead applicant.

An applicant may submit only one application as lead applicant in this grant round.
The applicant is the official point of contact for the Spierfonds during the evaluation
procedure.

One member of the project group must be employed at a recognized expert centre for
neuromuscular diseases accredited by the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare, and Sport
(VWS).

Objective

The project must relate to one or more of the neuromuscular disorders listed in Appendix
M.

If the project concerns an exceedingly rare condition (fewer than 40 patients in the
Netherlands), the application must demonstrate that the results are broadly applicable
to the Spierfonds' target audience.

Due to ongoing investments in the CAR-T cell therapy, Gene Therapy, and Lifestyle
programs, new applications focused on these topics are excluded from funding within
Accelerator XL.

The project

A project that has already started before the assessment by the Scientific Advisory Board
has taken place is not eligible for funding.

Most of the project must be conducted in the Netherlands. If part of the project takes
place abroad, the Spierfonds must receive a clear proposal for this in advance.

The Spierfonds acknowledges the necessity of using laboratory animals for scientific
research. As a socially responsible organization, the Spierfonds encourages alternatives
to or reduction of animal testing, following the guidelines of the Samenwerkende
Gezondheidsfondsen. The following conditions apply to research with animals:

o Onlyresearch involving invertebrates and small rodents is eligible for funding.
Research primarily based on the use of large mammal species is not subsidized by
the Spierfonds.

o The development and characterization of animal models is not funded by the
Spierfonds, as these may deviate too far from the diseases covered by the
objectives.
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The project proposal

¢ The (pre)application must be written in clear and understandable English. A full
application must also include an accessible Dutch public summary.

e If multiple project proposals are submitted from the same department in the same grant
round on the same subject, a cover letter must be submitted explaining why multiple
applications have been chosen and how they relate to each other.

e If a project proposal is submitted from a department where the Spierfonds is already
funding research in the same subject area, the new proposal must clearly explain how it
relates o the ongoing research.

e If funding has been requested elsewhere for the plan outlined in the project proposal,
this must be reported to the Spierfonds, along with the outcome.

Regulations
e  When drawing up the required budget, the applicant must adhere to the ‘Regeling
Subsidieverlening’ of the Spierfonds.

*  When a project proposal is granted, the ‘Algemene Subsidievoorwaarden’ of the
Spierfonds apply.
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Appendix Il: Evaluation procedure ‘Accelerator XL grant round

Preliminary consultation

A preliminary consultation is mandatory prior fo submitting a preliminary application. Potential
applicants must first contact the Spierfonds to discuss their proposal. This discussion will always
be held with at least two staff members from the Research & Innovation department.

The purpose of this meeting is fo act as a quick and efficient filter to determine if the project's
ambition aligns with the scope of the call. It is not infended as an advisory session to improve
the idea, a substantive assessment of the content, or a pre-review of its chances of success.

Evaluation of preliminary proposals
A preliminary consultation with the Spierfonds is required before a preliminary application can
be submitted. Project proposals that meet the conditions specified in this guide will be
evaluated against the funding criteria (as described in this guide) by representatives from
Spierziekten Nederland, our User Committee, the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), and the
Research & Innovation Department of the Spierfonds. External expertise will be engaged
where necessary.
The preliminary application is evaluated based on three criteria:

1. Demonstrable potential for significant impact

2. Timeliness

3. Feasibility (concrete deliverables and available data)
Based on this assessment, the Spierfonds selects the most promising preliminary applications
for further evaluation. These applicants will receive instructions from the Spierfonds on how to
submit a full application.

Evaluation of full proposals

Full grant applications will be evaluated substantively by at least three external experts
(reviewers). The grant applications will be assessed by the reviewers on four criteria:

e Scientific quality and feasibility

e Timeliness

e Impact

¢ Quality of the project team
Reviewers will provide their motivated judgments in the designated evaluation form,
anonymously.

Reviewers are non-interested parties to a grant application. The reviewer and the applicant
may not have co-authored publications in the last three years. Reviewers are selected both
nafionally and internationally, based on the project type, through suggestions from the
applicants and online databases. A list of external reviewers from previous years who have
provided well-reasoned assessments is also used.

Interviews

Based on the evaluation by the reviewers, a selection of applicants will be invited for an
interview. An evaluation committee will be formed, including members of the SAB and
patient representatives. Both the applicant and the committee will receive the evaluations
from the reviewers and the advice from the pre-selection phase in preparation for the
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interviews. During the interview, the applicant will present the proposed project, address the
evaluations, and respond to additional questions from the committee. After the interviews,
the evaluation committee will provide a funding recommendation to the Supervisory Board
and the Management Board of the Spierfonds.

Funding / rejection
The Supervisory Board and the Management Board of the Spierfonds will decide whether the
project is eligible for funding.
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Appendix Ill: Neuromuscular disorders

Motor neuron diseases
e Amyoftrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
e Polio and post-polio syndrome (PPS)
e Primary lateral sclerosis (PLS)
e Progressive spinal muscle atrophy (PSMA)
e Spinal-bulbar muscular atrophy (SBMA)
e Spinal muscular atrophy (SMA)

Peripheral nerve diseases
e Charcot Marie Tooth (CMT / HMSN)
e Chronic idiopathic axonal polyneuropathy (CIAP)
e Hereditary neuropathy with pressure palsies (HNPP)
e Small fiber neuropathy

Inflammatory neuropathies
e Chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP)
¢ Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS)
¢  MGUS polyneuropathy
*  Multifocal motor neuropathy (MMN)
¢ Neuralgic amyotrophy (NA)

Neuromuscular junction diseases
e Congenital myasthenic syndromes
¢ Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome (LEMS)
*  Myasthenia gravis (MG)

Muscular dystrophies
e Becker muscular dystrophy (BMD)
¢ Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD)
e Emery-Dreifuss muscular dystrophy (EDMD)
* Facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy (FSHD)
e Limb-girdle muscular dystrophies (LGMD)
*  Oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophy (OPMD)
* Congenital muscular dystrophies (merosin-deficient, Ullrich, dystroglycanopathy, integrin-
deficient, rigid spine)

Myotonic disorders
¢ Myotonic dystrophy (DM)
* Non-dystrophic myotonias (Thomsen, Becker, Paramyotonia Congenital)
* Periodic paralysis (PP)

Congenital myopathies
e Brody myopathy
¢ Cenfral core disease
*  Myotubular myopathy/centronuclear myopathy
* Nemaline myopathy
* Distal myopathies (Miyoshi, Nonaka, Welander, Markesbery, Laing)
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Inflammatory myopathies

Dermatomyositis
Inclusion body myositis (IBM)
Polymyositis

Metabolic myopathies

Glycogen storage diseases
Lipid storage myopathies
Mitochondrial myopathies

Of the infectious diseases, only acute anterior poliomyelitis is eligible for funding.

Not eligible for funding are projects into diseases resulting from tfrauma, diabetes mellitus,
cardiovascular abnormalities, cancer, drug use, or intoxications (alcohol); diseases that
are manifestations of a mental iliness or disorder; unexplained conditions without an
organic substrate.

For multisystem diseases, the grant application must demonstrate that it primarily
presents a neuromuscular phenotype with muscle weakness at the forefront.
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